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Every area of the Montessori 
classroom includes multi-sensory 
materials that encompass sight, 
smell, sound, touch, and taste. These 
sensorial  areas of the Montessori 
classroom focus on educating 
through the senses. Dr. Montessori 
wrote, “Nothing comes to the 
intellect that is not first in the 
senses.” (Montessori Method). 

 

As early as the infant program, 
young children explore Montessori 
materials through their senses. The 
toddler environment may include 
knobbed cylinders which are 
cylinders that have a knob, but are 
exactly the same size, making the 
child successful due to the self 
correcting nature of the material . The 
3-6 year old environment also 
includes knobbed cylinders but they 
are graded according to height, width 
or both to distinguish differences in 
these two properties .  

Attention is also drawn to the totality 
of an objects’ properties – size, 
shape, color, texture, weight, smell, 
sound… Eventually children learn to 
pay attention to small details in an 
object and the environment, which 
helps them discover how to learn. 

 

The Montessori materials help a 
child to distinguish, to categorize, 
and to relate new information to 
what they already know. Dr. 
Montessori believed that this process 
is the beginning of conscious 
knowledge: Knowledge that is 
brought about by the intelligence 
working in a concentrated way on 
the impressions given by the senses. 
The Directress assists the child in 
developing their learning techniques 
by creating a prepared environment  
and presenting exercises with 
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deliberate, exact and slow 
movements that the child can follow. 

 

The sensorial area can be further 
divided into sub-categories:  

Visual: pink tower, brown stair, red 
rods, knobbed cylinders 

Tactile: Touch boards, touch tablets, 
fabric boxes 

Auditory: Sound boxes, bells 

Baric: Baric tablets (differ by 
weight) 

Olfactory: Taste Jars 

Gustatory: Smelling Jars 

 

An additional sub-category includes 
geometry. Geometry is introduced at 
the toddler level with shapes (circle, 
square, triangle, sphere, cube, prism) 
and further developed in the 3-6 
environment and the elementary 
classrooms. The children are 
introduced to what they know first, 
plane figures. We begin with the 
triangle, square and circle. Once a 
child masters these basic plane 
figures, additional ones are 
introduced. Then a child can find 
different plane figures in the 
environment. Once solids are 
introduced, a child can match a solid 
figure with its base.  

 

The sensorial area of the 
environment is one that naturally 
draws children to it so each child can 
explore and further develop their 
potential through the senses. 

 

Additional pictures of the sensorial 
materials can be found in 
Magnificent Montessori Materials on 
page 2. 
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Sensorial Materials:  Following is a list of sensorial materials and pictures of select sensorial work. Some 
materials have been explained in previous issues and some will be explained in future issues. 

 Knobbed Cylinders            Knobless Cylinders 

 Brown/Broad Stair   

 Pink Tower 

 Red Rods 

 Rough and smooth sandpaper boards 

 Baric Tablets (wood tablets differing in weight) 

 Color tablets (1, 2, 3)              

 Geometric cabinet (plane figures) 

 Geometric solids            

 Constructive triangles 

 Monomial, Binomial and Trinomial Cubes 

 Sound Cylinders  

 Bells, Smelling Jars, Temperature Jars, Silence Games 

 

Magnificent Montessori Materials 
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Sensorial At Home 

How can you incorporate the Montessori sensorial at home? The following are some activities that you can easily 
create with materials readily found in the home and some action oriented activities that require no materials.  

Sound cylinders:  

Collect 35 mm film canisters , Pringle tubes or other containers that have a removable lid, but are opaque. For 
sound, place identical objects in a pair of containers . Thus, the first two containers may contain rice, the next two 
cotton balls, the next two water and so on. Put a variety of objects in each set of containers and let your child listen 
for which two containers sound the same. Some other examples of things to include: rice, cotton balls, metal nuts 
buttons, water, coins, sand, paper clips. Anything that fits in the canister can be used. Be careful not to include 
anything too small (that could be swallowed) for a very young child. When the child does the exercise, they listen 
for like pairs, but do not open the lids to verify accuracy. The goal is to help the child develop their auditory sense, 
not visual. 

Color Search: 

Pick a color and have your child find everything that is that color. “Let’s find everything that is green.” Your child 
may identify or collect: lettuce, pear, green apple, green napkin, plant, green colored pencil or crayon, green car, 
frog, turtle… The list of items identified or collected is only limited by time – this is an activity that can be done at 
home, outdoors, or while traveling. 

Smelling jars: 

Take several spice jars out of your spice cabinet. Introduce your child to the spice by letting them smell the spice 
and by naming the spice. Then have the child name various spices on their own. This is a great activity for the 
holiday season as some spices are used more often during certain times of the year. 

 

Activities:  

 Keep your child moving to help them develop their senses. It is through movement that babies first learn to 
crawl, walk, and then run! Allow your child to walk (safely) on the flower bed wall. This encourages your 
child to develop a sense of balance and to become aware of themselves.  

 Let them jump, hop, skip… while playing games or outside. 

 Take walks often – whether you live in an urban, suburban or other environment there are always things to 
see and do. Go on a sense walk – listen for sounds or smells in your environment and point out smells and 
sounds that change with the different seasons. Your goal is to help heighten your child’s awareness and it is 
a wonderful opportunity to bond with your child. A walk can be around the block or a long hike. Let your 
child be the guide in terms of when they are finished or how long they want to continue.  

 Keep sensory activities active. Video and computer games can be very sensory (especially visual and 
auditory) in nature, but limit the amount of time your child spends on this type of activity. Video and 
computer games tend to be very sedentary.  

 Visit a new playground in your area. Find out where your community has handicap accessible playgrounds. 
Often, these playgrounds have equipment for blind or otherwise special needs children. These playgrounds 
provide a great opportunity for your child to learn about other children and their needs and the opportunity 
to play with something that might be new. 

 

 

Tips From Teachers: 
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Q: Every day my child comes 
home and I ask her how her day 
was. She says, “Fine.” And that 
ends that conversation! How can 
I get more out of her? I want to 
know what is going on in her day 
and how she is feeling about 
school.  

 

A: Although a very common 
response from a child, it can be 
frustrating for a parent who 
wants to be involved in their 
child’s school day. Here are a 
few suggestions for how to help 
your child be more forthcoming 
with school day information:  

 

1. Be specific . Ask a general 
question and you’re likely 
to get a general answer. 
Ask specific questions 
such as, “What did you 
do in math today?” “Did 
you work on (fill in work 
here – your reading or 
your music) this 
morning?” “What was the 
last thing that you did in 
class today?” Children 
often won’t remember the 
things they did early in 
the day since their time 
concept may not yet be 
firmly established.  But 
the more times that you 

Q & A 

Stereognostic Sense: 

In speaking of the sensorial area of the classroom, Montessori teachers 
refer to the stereognostic sense. The stereognostic sense creates a mental 
picture through touch.  

A wonderful book that gives many examples of sensorial and other 
Montessori lessons is Basic Montessori: Learning Acivities for Under-
Fives by David Gettman (St. Martin’s Press, 1987) 

The Montessori Glossary:

ask about specific activities, 
the more likely that your 
child will start to anticipate 
your questions and have an 
answer for you. 

2. Ask an emotionally based 
question. Ask how your 
child felt about a certain 
subject, lesson or activity 
You can also ask them the 
best thing that happened that 
day (or worst). With some 
children, this will be a more 
telling and informative 
answer than a list of work 
they completed.  

3. Model appropriate 
responses . When conversing 
with your child encourage 
them to ask you about your 
day (reciprocal 
communication). When asked 
how your day was, answer 
with more detail than, “It was 
fine.” 

4. Change your question . 
Instead of “How was your 
day?” Ask, “What was the 
best thing about your day? 
What did you enjoy most?” 

Dialogue is important no matter what 
age your child is. Keep asking 
questions!  

 

If you have a question regarding 
Montessori, email it to: 

pentopaper@cox.net
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