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IMPORTANT DATES 
December 20  

– last day of school before Winter  
Break 

 January 4 
 -Children return to school 
 January 15 
 -Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday  

– no school 
 

Parking 

 I really don’t want to bring this up 
again, but we need your help with our 
parking lot….   

 Please pull all the way forward to allow 
other cars to come in and out behind 
yours. 

 Please park as close as is safely 
possible to the car next to you. 

 If you want to stay and visit for a few 
minutes, please park your car down the 
street or around the block so we can 
keep spaces in the lot free.  I park my 
car down the street almost every single 
day to free up at least one parking 
space for parents.  

 If you have any questions, please let 
me know.     

 Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 

Holidays 
I want to take a moment and thank each 
and every one of you for allowing us to 
share your children every day.  They help 
bring joy to our lives at a time when it may 
be difficult to find a lot of joy.  Your 
children are kind and generous and so 
helpful to others.  Many of us have had a 
rough time during 2017, and the light and 
kindness that comes from the children help 
me to see that no matter what is happening 
in my life, it is easy to be kind.   
I hope you all will enjoy the holiday season 
with your loved ones.  This season is all 
about light and love, and I wish for those 
things for all of you.  Have a wonderful 
holiday season! 
 

Spare warm clothing 

With the cold and wet weather approaching 
rapidly we are on the lookout for some spare 
cold weather gear. If you have extra hats or 
warm boots laying around that your children 
have outgrown, or if you are at the 
consignment store and see something that 
would work to have as an extra around the 
school, bring it in.   

 

 



  
 

 

Grace  & Courtesy 

My mentor in Montessori told me “Learning to be in 
a space with other children is the biggest work in a 
Montessori Classroom.”  This is something we are 
constantly working on in both classrooms.  We do 
this by reminding the children of the rules 
frequently.  The three main rules we have at school 
are 1)Be Kind, 2) Be Safe, and 3) Be Helpful.  
The start of school is spent going over what these 
rules mean for the children while they are at school.   

 
We are trying to help the children be independent, 
and we encourage them to use their words with each 
other before coming to a teacher for help.  If 
someone calls a child a name this is what we have 
told them to say, “My name is ________.  You can 
call me, ________.” If someone hits a friend we ask 
them to say, “Please keep your hands on your own 
body.”  If they have tried using their own words with 
a friend and are still having problems, we will help 
them talk to each other.  
 
We also need your help, since we can’t be 
everywhere at once.  If you hear a child call 
another child a name, you can get down on their 
level and say, “This is _____________.  You can call 
him/her ___________.”  If you see a child put their 
hands on another child, you can say, “Please keep 
your hands on your own body,” or “That doesn’t look 
very safe.”   
 
Thank you all for your help and support in keeping 
the children safe, happy and healthy! 
 

Weather 

We will follow the public school schedule in 
case of snow or ice on the roads.  If the 
weather turns cold enough for snow or ice, 
please listen to KGMI, 790 AM or KAFE, 
104.1 FM.  We will also be posting to our 
Facebook parent page as well as sending out 
an email. 

 

If the Bellingham Public Schools are closed 
due to inclement weather, we will also be 
closed. 

 

We do not have late starts at Gardenview.  
If the Bellingham Public schools are starting 
late, we will still be open and on time. 

 

As with any situation, please use your own 
judgment about coming to school anytime 
that safety is an issue. 
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