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November 2016 

 

Important Dates: 

Nov. 19 (Sat):  Holiday Bazaar  - Hillcrest Chapel - 9a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Nov. 24th (Thursday): NO SCHOOL: Thanksgiving Break 

Nov. 25th (Friday): NO SCHOOL: Thanksgiving Break 

 

 

SCHOOL START AND END TIMES  Please make sure that you are arriving at your child’s 

scheduled drop-off and pick up times.  We need every spare minute to prepare the 

classrooms before the children arrive.  It is also important to make sure that your children are 

picked up at the correct time.  If your child is picked up by a nanny, babysitter, friend or 

relative, please convey to them the importance of picking up the children on time.  If your 

child is scheduled to go home at 11:30, they should be picked up on or before that time.  It 

can be upsetting for a child when we are moving on to the next transition and they are not 

usually a part of that transition.   

 

CHICKENS We are in need of some more help taking care of our chickens.  The general duties 

involve making sure they have food and water, cleaning out the nesting boxes, raking the dirt 

floor and cleaning out the water containers.  These things all need to be checked at the very 
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least every 3rd day.  If we get a few families willing to help with these duties you might only be 

responsible for checking on them 1 time each week.  If you would like to help, please see 

Kelda so she can add your name to the schedule. 

 

COATS  It is now the time of year when every child should be bringing a coat to school for our 

outside time, instead of just a sweater or sweatshirt.  We try to utilize our outdoor space as 

much as possible, sometimes as much as 30-45 minutes a day, and we don’t like for the 

kiddos to be cold when they are playing.  If the coat is clearly labeled with your child’s name, 

you are welcome to keep the coat at school rather than bring it back and forth each day. 

 

OBSERVATIONS  November 1st marked the opening day of the Beans classroom to outside 

observers.  We are now scheduling observers, both current and prospective parents, to come 

and see a little bit of what happens in a Montessori classroom.  If you are interested in 

spending some of your morning or afternoon with your child, please let your child’s teacher 

know so we can arrange a time that works best for everyone.  Sometimes having a new body 

in the classroom can be a distraction to the children and so we do limit one observer per 

session.  Our morning observation time starts after 9:30 and our afternoon observation time 

is after 1:30.  Typically after about 30 minutes, you will get a good glimpse of what happens 

on a regular day in our room.  If you know someone who is interested in learning more about 

Gardenview, this would be a great way for them to see what our school is like.  If you would 

like to schedule a time to come in and observe, please make arrangements with your child’s 

teacher. 

 

SPROUT FAMILIES  It is very important that you mark your children’s coats, hats, mittens and 

shoes with their name.  At this young age the children are not always able to communicate to 

the staff which items belong to them.  If your child’s name is in the item it will be much easier 

to make sure they are properly bundled up against the elements. 
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WEATHER  We will follow the public school schedule in case of snow or ice on the roads.  If 

the weather turns cold enough for snow or ice, please listen to KGMI, 790 AM or KAFE, 104.1 

FM.  If the radio says that the public schools are closed because of weather, then we will also 

be closed.  I try to get the information to the radio stations before 6:30 on closure days.  You 

can also check the KAFE website which has a list of all the schools. If the public schools are 

starting their day late, this will not affect our schedule since we are not relying on buses to 

bring our children to school.  As with any situation, please use your own judgment about 

coming to school anytime that safety is an issue. 

 

EMERGENCY KITS:  We like to be prepared for anything at Gardenview.  To help us be 

prepared for a possible emergency, we are asking you to bring in an Emergency Preparedness 

kit.  This would only need to be used in the case of an emergency during which you could not 

reach your children.  This has never happened in Bellingham and we have no reason to 

believe it will happen in the future, we just want to be prepared!  The kits will be returned at 

the end of the school year.  

 

• 1 emergency preparedness kit, placed in a gallon size Ziploc bag, which needs to 

include:  

 1 small box of juice  

 1 granola or power bar without nuts 

 1 large plastic garbage bag with head/arm holes cut for emergency poncho  

 1 space blanket (Target or Fred Meyer carries these in the camping department)  

 Packaged separately in a plastic sandwich bag with your child’s name:  

 A family photo or special photo  

 A note of encouragement from home  

 Emergency medication that is necessary on a regular basis, 48 hour supply 
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