
 

Gardenview Montessori Volunteer Guide 
Welcome! 

● Volunteers play an important role at Gardenview Montessori. Our community benefits greatly from the 

time, resources, and skills donated by parents. We want volunteers to get the most out of their 

experiences with the school by being informed on our classroom practices and philosophies. Gardenview 

requires a minimum of 10 volunteer hours per family. We are willing to work with families to provide times 

and projects that fulfill the requirement. Gardenview looks forward to your support. 

Commitment 
Whether you are volunteering on a regular basis or for 
a one-time project or event, arrive a little early so there 
is time to check-in with a staff member. Please make 
sure to notify the teacher if your schedule changes, you 
cannot make your volunteer time, or a project is taking 
longer than expected. 
 
Part of a Team 
As a school volunteer, you are a role model for 
students. Our school rules are  

be kind 
be safe 
be helpful 

At Gardenview, the role of the adult is to be 
unobtrusive and a calm, quiet tone of voice. Shoes are 
removed in the classroom. Cell phones should be 
silenced and safely stored away from children. Listen 
and share positive comments with students. Let 
children make mistakes, this is how they learn. Maria 
Montessori called it control of error. 
 
Communication 
Please keep open and clear communication with staff. 
If you are unsure about what is expected, use of 
classroom materials, or how to resolve a situation, 
please ask a teacher. Your time is valuable. We want 
the experience to be comfortable, positive and 
efficient. 
 
Teaching 
Teachers are available for questions and can chat for a 
few minutes. Their primary role is to observe children 
and provide lessons. Please do not interrupt a lesson 
being given by a teacher. 
 
Recording Hours 
Please record your volunteer hours in this Google form: 
LINK 

Language 
Children are expected to use appropriate language at school. 
Please help by modeling appropriate language as well. Refrain 
from holding private discussions in front of the children as if 
they are not present. Children are always listening and can pick 
up things we say.  
 
Interests and Talents 
We want to provide opportunities to volunteer that best match 
each family’s interests and talents. Let Gardenview staff know 
how you want to contribute.  
 
Discipline 
As a school volunteer in the classroom, you may notice a 
student not adhering to our school rules. Please let a teacher 
know. We use specific language to handle certain behaviors. 
For example, “In this classroom, we sit on chairs.”, “The brooms 
stay on the ground.”, or “gentle hands.” We refrain from using 
negative words or saying “you need to. . .” Reminders to be 
safe, kind, and helpful are useful. 
 
Confidentiality 
What you hear or observe about students or staff while 
volunteering in a school is strictly confidential. Even a 
seemingly harmless comment repeated to another parent or 
friend can be misunderstood and cause great harm to our 
community. 
 
Child Care 
While volunteering in the school, younger family members 
cannot attend. Everyone’s focus needs to be on the students 
enrolled in the school. We have opportunities for parents to 
volunteer from home if childcare cannot be found. 
 
Video Links 

https://youtu.be/LU_qjHYGH6o (the video shown at training) 

https://youtu.be/xI1ShY-zKus 

https://youtu.be/voqNMsIIFK0 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeRrQzyxXy6x1rZcp2Q-ykDXAtZvznNhOttQBn8NKzM0sIt4g/viewform
https://youtu.be/LU_qjHYGH6o
https://youtu.be/xI1ShY-zKus
https://youtu.be/voqNMsIIFK0


 

 


